









































																																																								1	Thornton, P. (2015). The meaning of light: seeing and being on the battlefield. Cultural Geographies, 
22(4), 567-583. 	
What	I	discovered	when	compiling	these	verses,	is	that	it	is	perhaps	impossible	to	separate	
my	own	embodied	experience	from	that	of	those	I	was	observing,	or	at	least	my	perceptions	
of	what	they	were	experiencing.	Without	the	stability	of	established	friendships	or	shared	
history,	some	of	the	unfamiliar	characters	and	actors	I	encountered	became	not	only	
reflections	of	my	own	isolated	and	insecure	position,	but	also	extensions	through	which	I	
was	beginning	to	explore	the	wider	political	context	of	the	situations	I	experienced.	When	I	
examine	some	of	my	writing	closely,	it	certainly	seems	that	my	memories	of	others	are	at	
times	vehicles	for	my	own	expression;	less	prosaically	or	factually	accurate,	but	perhaps	
providing	insights	by	means	of	a	very	much	situated,	subjective	and	poetic	method.	
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